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Thoroughgood House, circa 1719
1636 Parish Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia, 23455

One of the oldest surviving colonial homes in
Virginia Beach and a National Historic
Landmark, the Thoroughgood House was
built in 1719 by Argall Thorowgood II, greatgrandson of Adam Thorowgood. A leader in
the Virginia Colony, Adam Thorowgood
arguably established Princess Anne County,
which would later become the independent
City of Virginia Beach.
This site was inhabited by the Chesapeake
tribe before the area was settled by English
colonists. Additionally, there were several
enslaved people that lived and worked on the
Thoroughgood plantation.

Lynnhaven House, circa 1725
4409 Wishart Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23455

The Lynnhaven House is considered by some
to be one of the most well-preserved
examples of early Virginia vernacular
architecture, surviving nearly 300 years of
Tidewater history. The home was built by
Francis Thelaball, a middling plantation
owner and ship's carpenter.

Architectural and design details of the
Lynnhaven House include brick jack arches, a
closed-spindle staircase with teardrop
pendant, and shiplap floor construction.
These all reveal a builder concerned with
quality as well as artistry. It is furnished to
interpret the period Francis and Abigail
Thelaball lived in the home along with their
five sons, an apprentice, and several enslaved
people.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.MUSEUMSVB.ORG
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Francis Land House, circa 1805
3131 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452

The historic Francis Land House was once surrounded
by hundreds of acres of farmland. It served as the
home of Francis Moseley Land VI, a wealthy plantation
owner from a prominent family in Princess Anne
County, Virginia.

While the architecture of the house is Georgian, the
interior style is Federal. The house is furnished with a
mix of period antiques and reproductions to interpret
the period that Francis Land VI and his wives and
daughters were in residence, circa 1805-1819.

Princess Anne County Training
School/Union Kempsville High School
Museum, circa 1934
5100 Cleveland Street, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462
Princess Anne County Training School was the first high
school for African Americans in Princess Anne County,
now known as Virginia Beach. The school was a result of
the African American community in the 1930s working
together to raise money to build a school so their children
could receive a proper education. The initial money
raised was used to purchase four acres of land on
Witchduck Road. In 1938, a four-classroom high school
was built. Between 1949 and 1962, several additions were
made to the school.
In 1962, the Princess Anne County Training School
changed its name to Union Kempsville High School. After
over 30 years of operation, Union Kempsville High
School graduated its last class in 1969 due to the city-wide
integration of schools.
Today the legacy of the school continues with the
establishment of the museum which shares stories of
family, community, sacrifice, and the importance of
education.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.MUSEUMSVB.ORG
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A Colonial Tea
Experience the architecture of a colonial home,
including an in-depth talk about the importance of
tea gardens. Each historic house has lush gardens
full of local and imported herbs that were used to
create tea and medicine. After the tour, enjoy a tea
tasting with locally sourced pastries.
$30/per person; ages 5+
Haunted Stories
Each historic site has plenty of history to share, but
some stories you have to hear to believe! For guests
curious about the supernatural, listen to tales of the
past inhabitants of these historic homes. After the
tour, you’ll be left to answer one question; is the
house really haunted?
$15/person; ages 13+

Witches in Virginia
In North America, less than 10 witch bottles have
been found. At the Thoroughgood House exhibit,
one of the famed witch bottles is on display. It is
believed that this repellant charm was used against
the infamous Grace Sherwood, Witch of Pungo.
Grace was one of few witches ever convicted of
witchcraft in the colony of Virginia. Come on a
special tour discussing the history of witches in the
colonies and Tidewater’s own Grace Sherwood.
After the tour, make your own replica witch bottle
to thwart evil spirits and keep them at bay.
$30/person, ages 10+

PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM JACKSON AT (757) 385-5106 TO MAKE A RESERVATION
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Customized Tour of Historic House
Are you history buff? Fashionista? Architecture guru?
With our customized tours, you can pick and choose
between 5 tour topics. Each interpreter will present a
breadth of knowledge, allowing for a deep dive into
Tidewater history. Topics include, colonial waterways,
fashion from the 17th century to 19th century, enslaved
people of colonial plantations*, First Peoples of
Virginia*, and architecture.
$15/person, all ages welcome
some history topics are 13+
History by Lantern Light
Ever curious what the historic houses look like at
night? Take this special dusk tour by lantern light and
experience what the houses would have looked like
before modern day electric lights. A costumed
interpreter will give you an in depth look at colonial
life through the eyes of the people that lived in
colonial Virginia.
$15/person, all ages welcome
Historic Foodways
For the baker in your life or culinary aficionado, our
historic foodways tour and demonstration will teach
you the ways that that cooks and bakers alike created
culinary masterpieces with homegrown gardens,
livestock, and native herbs all whilst using a
rudimentary blazing hearth. Learn about plants grown
in 18th and 19th century gardens that flavored these
dishes and traditional colonial and Federal meals.
Complete your experience with tastings from a
certified colonial chef.
$30/person, all ages welcome

PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM JACKSON AT (757) 385-5106 TO MAKE A RESERVATION

